








7.1 Debate issue 1: How to increase enthusiasm and involvement
of local and regional authorities in biodiversity 2010 and how
to reach the public

Mrs Marieke Moorman invited Mr Joop van Hezik, Alderman for the Environment,

Oisterwijk, the Netherlands, to explain an initiative in Oisterwijk to encourage citizens to

do their bit towards increasing the wealth of wildlife in the town. In Oisterwijk, a

biodiversity team has started work. This ‘B-team’ draws up an inventory of opportunities

for creating biodiversity within the municipality and then carries these out in cooperation
with the local people. The enthusiastic team consists of adults as well as children. Joop
van Hezik underlined the importance of ‘ownership’. If you want to reach the public, you
should use your own people. Once they are proud of what they have, they feel responsible
for it and feel involved in saving it.

Debate

In the debate, a number of examples of local and regional biodiversity action were

addressed. Experiences were exchanged on how to involve local stakeholders. It was

concluded that:

* local action should be geared to the interest of local communities;

* 1insome cases, the concept of biodiversity should be translated into concepts that are
more easy to understand for people, including the landscape concept;

* local biodiversity communication plans will assist in implementing biodiversity
actions in an effective and stakeholder-oriented way;

*  the concept of ‘ambassador species’ for habitats and biodiversity will help in raising
local and regional interest;

® itisimportant to find a number of leaders or ambassadors at local and regional levels
who are willing to promote biodiversity and the Countdown 2010 initiative.

7.2 Debate issue 2: Concrete regional and local tools to further
shape the biodiversity Countdown 2010 objective

Ms Annemarie Moons took the participants with her on a virtual trip along diverse

projects in the Province of Noord-Brabant. First, she briefly introduced the Province,

highlighting that it is one of the most densely populated regions of Europe. Agriculture in

Brabant is very intensive; the Province has the highest concentration of pigs in the world;

about five million pigs are kept in large piggeries.
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In the period after the Second World War, large developments took place in agriculture.
Huge stalls for pigs and cows were built and huge amounts of manure were spread on the
fields. The meandering streams and rivers were canalized to improve drainage capacity
and the water table was lowered to increase the yield from arable land. Many of our wet
and moist nature areas suffer from water depletion. Small-scale landscapes were
transformed into open landscapes of large-scale grasslands and fields.

The network of roads, the process of urbanization and the intensive agricultural use of the
landscape have resulted in habitat isolation and fragmentation. As a result of the
deterioration in water quality, water depletion, acidification and the ecological isolation,
biodiversity in the Province was at an all-time low. It was clear something had to be done.

In the early 1980s, the national and regional authorities developed a mega-plan to restore
nature and halt the loss of biodiversity. The strategy was to expand the existing nature
reserves and link them up with each other, in order to stop the ecological isolation. At the
same time, the quality of the environment had to be greatly improved.

The ecological or green network in Noord-Brabant will eventually cover about 140,000
hectares; of this, 107,000 hectares are made up of existing nature reserves and about
20,000 hectares will come from converting agricultural land into new nature areas. The
rest of the network will remain as agricultural land in which farmers play a role in nature
management.

Getting results often depends on debate and on the cooperation of numerous
stakeholders: local authorities, water boards, regional interest groups, representatives from
the private sector, the farmers union and the business community.

1 Biodiversity in the ecological network

A good example of restoring nature and creating new nature areas is the Beerze project.
The Beerze is a small river that was completely straightened in the sixties. The canalized
water system has the effect of draining large amounts of water away very fast. The goal is
to restore the meandering process and allow for annual flooding, which will make the
water system more natural and return the ecosystem back to the original habitat.

One way to connect isolated nature reserves in order to enlarge habitats is to buy
agricultural land and set up an ecological corridor, for instance alongside a river or
stream. Another way is to build an ecoduct over a road or an ecotunnel under a road:
ways which allows animals to cross roads safely between habitats. The ecoduct in the
Groene Woud is 50 metres wide.

This kind of re-zoning, connecting the isolated nature areas, opposing water depletion
and so on form part of a highly ambitious scheme: the Reconstruction of Rural Brabant.
This reconstruction programme was set up to accommodate the conflicting interests in
the countryside and to deal with the increasing environmental pressures.

The ecological network is not only for flora and fauna, but also for people, who will be
able to find rest and relaxation there. Tourism is a very important way of connecting
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people with nature. A side-effect is that tourism provides employment and extra sources
of income.

2 Biodiversity in an agricultural landscape

Farming is the major land use in many regions and in the Province of Noord-Brabant too.
Many of the habitats are part of the agricultural systems. Farmland therefore provides an
opportunity for habitat and species protection and enhancement. Agricultural nature
management plays an important role in maintaining and restoring the habitats of several
species which are linked to farmland. Examples include the construction and
maintenance of wooded banks, amphibian ponds, mowing management geared to
strengthening the species diversity of grasslands and the protection of meadow birds. The
farmers receive compensation from the authorities for their habitat management.

The Province of Noord-Brabant encourages organic farming. Organic farming makes an
important contribution to conserving and restoring biodiversity. The life in the soil and
insect diversity are far better developed than in traditional forms of farming. These help
to prevent a range of plant diseases. Research has also shown that a greater variety of wild
plant and bird species occur on organic farms and that these farms make a contribution to
landscape diversity.

Cultural history and biodiversity are often closely intertwined. By subsidizing cultural
history projects, such as the restoration of old country estates, the laying of hedgerows
and wooded banks, and the planting of old species of fruit trees, a contribution is made to
landscape diversity and to biodiversity.

3 Bringing nature into the town

A whole range of flowers, butterflies and birds live in the towns and not only are these
contributing to biodiversity but they are also important for people. Nature in the town
improves the quality of life for people who live and work there. In order for the town to
provide a habitat for flora and fauna, the green spaces have to be of sufficient size, must
be interlinked with each other and must link up with the rural area. Parks play an
important role in this. Canal banks and wide roadside verges can serve as ecological
corridors between the parks and the rural area. Tunnels under roads enable animals to
cross in safety.

In Boxtel the municipality is active in stimulating the local inhabitants to plant native
species of shrubs and flowers. They have made it easy to order ecologically grown
planting material. The first three shrubs are free. The town hall never before encountered
so much enthusiasm from the local people.

A good example of the successful combining of living and nature is the Reeshof, a new
district in Tilburg. From the beginning, planners played a key role in combining habitat
development along the stream The Donge, with the construction of the new housing
estate. A strip approximately 75 metres wide on each side of the stream was not built on
and was set aside for habitat development. Ten years ago a start was made on converting
a boring, straight watercourse into a meandering stream with water meadows. In the new
wildlife area, a variety of waterbirds and numerous plant species are found. Cattle are
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grazed in the area throughout the year, which controls growth. Furthermore, the new
wildlife area is an important ecological corridor between two other wildlife areas. It was a
win-win situation all round because the soil that was excavated to create the wet meadows
was used in the new housing project.

Ms Moons concluded by expressing her thoughts that it is extremely important to involve
young people in nature and biodiversity. The perception of nature and nature education
are an important step for young people on their path towards achieving a sustainable
relationship with nature and the environment. Many young people in urban areas have
little or no contact with nature because they have insufficient opportunities for playing in
green spaces.

Debate

It was recognized that, based on the examples given in the workshops and plenary
sessions, the regions have a major role to play in delivering biodiversity. Not only this, but
the scope of their influence — from rural to urban, from international to local, is great.
The contribution and involvement of youth was also welcomed and recognized as an
important factor in the future. (The impact of the live video broadcasts from students
around the region of Noord-Brabant and the video diaries prepared by students should be
mentioned here as a highlight of the conference and a lasting, positive, impression was
made on the delegates.)

The discussions served to emphasize the fact that decisions made by politicians and
policymakers (at all levels) can have far-reaching effects on present and future generations,
and there is therefore no doubt that regions can have a major role in this. They have a
strategic overview and a level of authority that can assist greatly in steering local agendas
for action, whilst providing strong links to national and international programmes. There
are a number of tangible ways that this can be done at regional level specifically in
relation to biodiversity, including:

* local and regional biodiversity strategies or programmes, which should describe the
ways to reach all relevant stakeholders, including the public and the private sector,
and civic society;

* influencing international and national policymakers;

®  creating strategic policy frameworks and spatial plans to guide decision making;

* facilitating and coordinating joint action by local authorities within a European
perspective;

* through communication, media and by engaging stakeholders in participative
processes so that they can gain ownership for the delivery of projects and plans at
ground level;

®  atargeted biodiversity monitoring and reporting programme;

* introducing incentive schemes and measures to drive forward behavioural change;

®* azero-measurement of the state of biodiversity of a region or a municipality;

* aset oflocal pilot projects, which illustrate the importance and the success of
biodiversity approaches.
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At a local level the work of committed individuals was seen as fundamental — and
something that should be supported and encouraged by regional authorities. Public

engagement in biodiversity initiatives was also seen as a vital key to the future of Europe’s
wildlife.
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8 Conclusions and recommendations - the way forward

This concluding session of the conference, chaired by Ms Annemarie Moons, brought
together the conclusions of the conference and reflections on ways forward. It resulted in
the adoption of the conference declaration: The Brabant—Oisterwijk Appeal.

Two keynote addresses focused on the questions ‘how to go from here’ and ‘moving the
2010 agenda from Europe to the regions’. After that, the conference chairman of day two
provided his personal reflections on the outcome of the conference, illustrated with many
pictures taken of participants and forum discussions.

8.1 Biodiversity 2010 and regions - how to go from here?
By Mr Chris Kalden, Secretary General of the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, the
Netherlands, on behalf of Mr Cees Veerman, Netherlands Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food

Quality

Mr Kalden addressed the conference on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Nature and
Food Quality, focusing on two main issues: that of the biodiversity 2010 commitment and
that of devolving power from the central government to regions, provinces and
communities.

Some would say that these matters have nothing to do with each other, while biodiversity,
and especially the loss thereof, is a global problem. According to Mr Veerman, though,
the role of regional entities is a crucial one. Although national governments — and, of
course, the European Commission — can set lofty goals, their implementation will prove to
be impossible without full cooperation by all stakeholders. In the case of biodiversity
policy, regions, provinces, local communities and a vast array of other partners are
needed to make things happen on the ground. ‘Den Haag’, ‘Berlin’, ‘Paris’, ‘Stockholm’,
let alone ‘Brussels’ , are unable to bring things about at the local and regional levels.
Global problems need local solutions.

Global biodiversity policies include integration of biodiversity goals into many other
human activities ranging from the economy to leisure. And regional and local
organizations — governmental or otherwise — are already deeply involved in bringing
them together and thus making significant contributions to reaching national and
international biodiversity goals. Dutch provinces are, for instance, playing an important
role in implementing national protection policies on animal and plant species.

Minister Veerman praised and congratulated the Province of Noord-Brabant for offering
a great example of how regional authorities can play a significant role in achieving
biodiversity goals set by national and supranational bodies. Regional authorities, the
provinces, the communities, the nature conservation and management organizations, the
Chambers of Commerce, and many, many others are indispensable partners in saving
our planet from biological barrenness.

This conference comes at a propitious time. Firstly, we are about halfway through the
EU’s 2001 biodiversity commitment and 2010, and secondly, the subject is extremely
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topical. In May 2006 the European Commission, in its Gommunication on Biodiversity
2010 and the concomitant Action Plan, repeated the goal of halting the loss of
biodiversity by 2010. And only two months ago, the EU’s Environmental Council
adopted the same aims in its conclusions. Biodiversity is hot, at least at the political level.

But what is happening in the field? For although there has been a lot of talk, and also
some concrete measures to achieve global, European and national biodiversity goals, the
question is: are we doing enough? Will Europe achieve its ambitious goals? The year 2010
is only three years away and Europe has been pushing forward the global biodiversity
agenda. Although Mr Veerman believes it might still be possible, he stressed it will involve
incredibly hard work.

Europe cannot succeed without the support of cities, towns and villages, of rural areas,
economic sectors, and of a host of non-governmental organizations. Therefore, Mr
Veerman concluded his speech by thanking all participants for joining the conference and
for their cooperation.

8.2 Moving the 2010 agenda forward from Europe to regions and
regions to Europe

By Mrs Ingrid Franzen, on behalf of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Member of the

Congress” Commuttee on Sustainable Development, and Vice-Chair of the Landtages von Schleswig-

Holstein

Mrs Franzen started her speech by warmly thanking the Province of Noord-Brabant,
working with ECNC, the Countdown 2010 Partnership, the European Union Committee
of the Regions and the European Commission, for the excellent organization of the
conference. She applauded the ever-increasing involvement of the regions of Europe in
finding solutions and implementing strategies to better manage biodiversity.

The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe is, according to
Mrs Franzen, an excellent partner in this. It is a pan-European representative body of
more than 200,000 territorial communities of our continent offering an opportunity for
political cooperation, policymaking and exchange of best practices at local and regional
level. The Committee on Sustainable Development echoes this and provides a forum and
platform for sharing experience, research and good practice relating to the pressing
environmental issues.

Mrs Franzen stressed the importance of biodiversity as the planet’s life-support system,
and stated that sustainability is not ecological romanticism but a matter of public health,
safety and basic resources. Ecosystem health is fundamental to any sustainable strategy for
development. As for the issue of climate change, whilst many public authorities and
scientists have been trying to draw the public’s attention to the reality of the threat for
many years, it is only now capturing the world’s and the media’s attention. Likewise for
the threats to biodiversity, politicians must take the initiative to transform a matter of
opinion into political action. Climate change and the sustainable use of biodiversity are of
equal importance for the future of this planet. However, stopping the loss of biodiversity is

not yet a mainstream political priority in the way that climate change is.
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In the Congress, it is strongly believed that biodiversity demands the same kind of
coordinated political effort, equivalent to the effort the international community is making
on climate change. With this in mind, the Congress’ Committee on Sustainable
Development, while setting up priorities of work for 2007-2008, decided to address the
fundamental and serious threat of loss of biodiversity along with the issue of climate
change. The effects of urbanization on biodiversity are particularly taken into account.

She pointed the participants to their moral obligation because destroying nature means
depriving future generations of options for their survival and development. It is our role,
the role of local and regional authorities to have the political vision and to lead such an
effort. Tackling this issue needs integrated approaches and policymaking involving all
levels of governance, of all stakeholders.

Mrs Franzen congratulated Mr Wim van Gelder, member of the Congress’ Committee
on Sustainable Development and rapporteur on the Opinion on Biodiversity of the
Committee of Regions, for the valuable work he has done on sustainable development
within both organizations.

Tackling the issue of biodiversity needs a specific status and an integrated approach and
management structure which goes beyond national boundaries. This is why the process of
European integration — at the national level but also at the level of regional and local
authorities, through their transfrontier cooperation and the creation of Euro-regions — is
of paramount importance for better biodiversity management.

Finally, Mrs Franzen stressed that she supports the development of the Brabant—
Oisterwijk Appeal. Also, the Congress would address this issue thoroughly and appeal to
its Member States for greater involvement in preventing an irreversible loss of life and
impoverishment of our planet. Environmental degradation which we are witnessing today
will come back with a vengeance for our children and grandchildren. We cannot remain

passive witnesses or bystanders; we must act now.

8.3 Reflections on the conference
By Mr Rob de Groot

Having arrived at the end of the conference, the chairman of the day, Mr De Groot took
the participants by the hand and walked them through the two days of the conference by
means of a variety of pictures taken during the conference. He felt that the conference has
been extremely lively and interactive, and congratulated the participants on their very
high level of participation.

His most important remark was that biodiversity constitutes a chance to balance the triple
P, meaning People, Planet and Profit. Next to a social and an ecological opportunity, it is
an economic opportunity, too. In today’s policies biodiversity is often seen as a bottleneck,
and nature and environment are too often approached in a one-sided manner. Speaking
in European terms, the Lisbon and Go6teborg agendas should be integrated. And, as was
heard during this conference, luckily there are quite a few positive and inspiring
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examples, like LIFESCAPE - YOUR LANDSCAPE. Hopefully, inspiring enough to
make us all champions for biodiversity!

8.4 Adoption of the conference declaration
By the conference host, Ms Annemarie Moons

As host of the conference, Ms Moons drew a number of conclusions and
recommendations based on the rich discussions conducted during the conference. She
started by thanking everybody for their very useful input to the draft conference
declaration in the form of recommendations and conclusions. The people and
organizations attending the conference seem ready to take up the European biodiversity
2010 commitments with force and enthusiasm. Regions and local authorities are creating
meeting places, bottom-up approaches are being implemented and there is a strong wish
to work together around an appealing interregional biodiversity agenda. She listed the
following conclusions from the speeches and discussions:

1 We aim to move forward and put into practice the priorities and proposed actions in
the Committee of Regions’ ‘Opinion on biodiversity 2010 and beyond’, and we call
upon all European regions and local authorities to sign the Countdown 2010
commitments.

2 We are highly concerned about the impacts of climate change on biodiversity, related
ecosystem services and livelihoods of people, and we feel that regions have an
important role to play in counteracting negative climate impacts and in decreasing
our ecological footprint.

3 We are prepared to rethink and redefine our relationship with nature, landscapes and
the environment, between urban biodiversity and rural countryside, with far less
emphasis on short-term exploitation and financial benefit and more on fine-tuning
economic development and biodiversity conservation. We feel that regions are the
true testing grounds for sustainable development.

4 Inspired by the ‘Opinion on biodiversity 2010 and beyond’, the Countdown 2010
nitiative and the Landscape Convention, interested regions and other parties will
develop a bottom-up and practical interregional European biodiversity cooperation
programme, which will aim at exchanging practical experience, expertise and views,
and initiating concrete interregional projects.

5 Weidentified a number of very promising opportunities for interregional projects,

including on the interface of landscapes and biodiversity, on climate and biodiversity,

and on supporting biodiversity conservation in East and Central Europe.
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10

11

We appeal to national and intergovernmental organizations and the EU to allow for
flexibility and tailor-made solutions when implementing European and national
biodiversity, landscape and nature conservation commitments and legislation in
regional and local settings, because we feel that this would enhance their effectiveness
and increase ownership of regions and their citizens. Challenge us, but create
opportunities for our positive involvement in European policies!

We will develop a ‘dedicated network of regions and local communities working
towards biodiversity 2010°, which will prioritize the development of the bottom-up
interregional cooperation programme, down-to-earth exchange of views and
expertise on Countdown 2010, and the development and implementation of
interregional biodiversity relevant projects. The network could establish a
cooperation with the existing relevant European networks of local and regional
authorities and stakeholders.

We aim to step up our biodiversity communication efforts towards regional and local
levels and — together with schools, civic society organizations, consumer groups, local
(neighborhood) groups, businesses, land users, zoos, museums and others — promote
the importance of resilient biodiversity and related ecosystem services, and translate
the challenges in the field of biodiversity into languages that will be understood and
appreciated by local people. We will support the development of a positive
communication approach, including awareness-raising programmes, which will focus
on the value of biodiversity for the livelihood of local people.

Based on their inspiring contributions to the Conference, we welcome a strong role
and involvement of young people and migrant organizations in the development and
implementation of biodiversity and sustainable development policies and approaches.

We will develop or refine tools to assist us in monitoring and reporting on progress
towards the year 2010 and which will benefit from SEBI2010 and from the wide
range of biodiversity volunteers on local levels. We will monitor positive local action
contributing to regional, national and European biodiversity 2010 targets.

We call upon on all levels of governments to provide adequate financial means for
facilitating a proactive interregional cooperation on biodiversity 2010 and beyond,
including via regional biodiversity accounts.

As organizer of the conference, Ms Moons declared that the Province of Noord-Brabant

1s willing to keep the momentum of the conference alive and, together with ECNC, the

Countdown 2010, and interested regions and parties, to establish a task force of interested

regions and other parties to elaborate the conclusions of the conference, which will be
referred to as the ‘Brabant—Oisterwyk Appeal’. The Brabant—Oisterwijk Appeal is
summarized in box 2, and a copy of the full text is presented in Annex I'V.
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Box 2 Brabant-Oisterwijk Appeal

Recommendations and decisions (summarized)

The organizers and participants:

1

Are ready to take up the European biodiversity 2010 commitments with force and enthusiasm and ask
the relevant intergovernmental and interregional bodies to prioritize the cooperation between Europe
and the regions as well as increased interregional cooperation. They would wish to work together
around an appealing interregional European biodiversity agenda. While doing so, we aim to move
forward and put into practice the priorities and proposed actions in the Committee of Regions’ ‘Opinion
on biodiversity 2010 and beyond’, and we call upon all European regions and local authorities to sign

the Countdown 2010 commitments.

Are highly concerned about the impacts of climate change on biodiversity, related ecosystem services
and livelihoods of people, and decide also to prioritize investments in biodiversity that will make

ecosystems, and thus the ecosystem services they offer, resilient to climate change.

Are prepared to rethink and redefine their relationship with nature, landscapes and the environment,
between urban biodiversity and rural countryside, with far less emphasis on short-term exploitation and

financial benefit and more on fine-tuning economic development and biodiversity conservation.

Utilize to that effect as many regional and local policy instruments as possible.

Will develop a bottom-up and practical interregional European biodiversity cooperation programme,
which will aim at exchanging practical experience, expertise and views, initiate concrete interregional
projects, and which will ensure the development and implementation of new practical approaches in

combining biodiversity, landscape quality and regional development.

Will develop a dedicated and practical network of regions and local communities which will prioritize
the development of the bottom-up interregional cooperation programme and reaching the 2010

biodiversity target.

Call upon national and intergovernmental organizations and the EU to allow for flexibility and tailor-

made solutions.

Identify together various promising interregional project concepts and support to biodiversity hot spots

in East and Central European countries.

Aim to step up their biodiversity communication efforts towards regional and local levels.

10

Welcome a strong role and involvement of young people and migrant organizations in the development

and implementation of biodiversity and sustainable development policies and approaches.

11

Will develop or refine tools to assist in monitoring and reporting on progress towards the year 2010, in
particular prioritizing the monitoring of ambassador species that are visible indicators of environmental

change and of impacts of climate change.
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Box 2 Brabant-Oisterwijk Appeal

Recommendations and decisions (summarized)

12, Will work together to ensure that current urgent threats to biodiversity hot spots within Europe receive

adequate attention and are put on the agenda of the interregional cooperation and European political

forums.

13 Call upon all levels of governments to provide adequate financial means for facilitating a proactive

interregional cooperation on biodiversity 2010 and beyond.
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9 Follow-up - keeping the Brabant-Oisterwijk spirit alive

Organizing a conference is important, but even more important is the follow-up of a
successful conference. The organizers of the conference took every effort to keep the spirit
of the Brabant-Oisterwijk Appeal alive. Fortunately, already a number of follow-up steps
can be reported upon.

At a European level

1 The European project ‘Regions and local authorities for biodiversity 2010°, as
coordinated by the Countdown 2010 Secretariat, together with ECNG en ICLEI,
took up and actively promoted the outcome of the conference. This project identifies
a number of European ‘model regions’, in which the results of the conference will be
tested;

2 The Countdown 2010 Partner Forum in Brussels, June 2007, addressed the results of
the conference and the Province of Noord-Brabant presented the success of the
Countdown 2010 initiative in their region;

3 The Biodiversity Declaration for the Ministerial Environment for Europe Conference
in Belgrado, October 2007, welcomes the Brabant-Oisterwijk Appeal and calls for
more involvement of regions in biodiversity policies and actions. During this
conference a side-event will take place on ‘Regions as champions for biodiversity
2010’. The Biodiversity Declaration was prepared by UNEP and the Council of
Europe and adopted by the Council of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape
Diversity Strategy in its meeting in Geneva;

4 The first meeting of the Task Force of the ‘Brabant-Oisterwijk Appeal’ will take place
in the second half of 2007,

5  Explorations are ongoing between various regions for developing interregional
biodiversity relevant projects, including as follow-up of the lifescape — your landscape
project.

At a regional and local level in the Province of Noord-Brabant

The results of the conference had also a positive impact on furthering biodiversity

conservation in the Province of Noord-Brabant. In the follow-up of the conference a wide

range of activities took place:

1 Support and involvement of the MOLO Working Group of Local Authorities for
Biodiversity and Countdown 2010 in the implementation of the Brabant-Oisterwijk
Appeal;

2 Various new municipalities and other partners signed up to the Countdown 2010
commitment in Noord-Brabant;

3 New knowledge gained during the conference was integrated into the new policy
programmes of the Province of Noord-Brabant;

4 The e-information and learning process for interregional cooperation via
www.biodiversitybrabant.nl was further developed;

5  The Brabant biodiversity experience was actively shared with a number of other
regions in Europe, with active support of the Dutch government.
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The spirit is still alive, and the involvement of regions and local communities in
biodiversity is growing. The central message is: regions and local authorities are ready to
take up the biodiversity commitments, provided that they can integrate it in their own
way into their own policies and activities, and provided they feel ownership over the
concept. The experiences in the conference indicate that those conditions can be met.

If we manage to bring biodiversity closer to the heart of European citizens, we also will
bring Europe as such closer to the heart of citizens, and of regional and local authorities.

And if we manage to establish cross-fertilization between biodiversity and economic and
regional development and identity, we have found all keys to success.

Biodiversity can truly build bridges of many kinds.
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