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The Europe and Central Asia region’s 28 countries* face diverse challenges
ranging from meeting EU accession requirements to establishing viable 
public institutions and rebuilding shattered societies after wars and natural

disasters. The World Bank is working with each of these countries as a partner in
advancing their development.  

The World Bank is committed to pursuing the Millennium Development Goals
agreed at the UN General Assembly in September 2000. The most important of
these goals is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, which is crucial in a region
that has gone through traumatic changes over the past decade.

With a focus on achieving concrete results, the World Bank is concentrating on
three broad areas:

• Building the climate for investment and growth
• Promoting an efficient and accountable public sector
• Ensuring social and environmental sustainability

The ECA region encompasses both middle- and low-income nations whose shared
experience of the transition from plan to market sets them apart from other regions.
While there has been remarkable progress in many countries, poverty, inequality
and unemployment remain high, making the World Bank’s poverty reduction 
mission critically important.

*As defined by the World Bank, the ECA region includes: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia,
Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovak Republic, Slovenia,Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan. Slovenia moved from borrower to donor status on March 17, 2004.The World Bank
maintains a separate assistance program in the Province of Kosovo (Serbia and Montenegro), which is under temporary
administration by the United Nations according to UNSC 1244.







The World Bank’s mission in Europe and Central Asia

To fight poverty for lasting results.

To promote the recovery of equitable growth, to advance the 
reform agenda and to stem environmental damage.

To help people help themselves by providing resources, 
sharing knowledge, building capacity, and forging 

partnerships in the public and private sectors.  

The region at a glance

The 28 countries of Europe and Central Asia (ECA) vary greatly in their economic
progress and in their integration with the global economy. Per capita incomes
range from $9,810 in Slovenia to $180 in Tajikistan. Region-wide, the number of
people living in poverty rose from 44 million in 1990 to 100 million a decade later.
While most countries in Central Europe and the Baltics are headed toward inte-
gration into the European Union, many others still struggle with tensions and the
constraints of geography.

Total population: 480 million

Population growth: 0.1% a year

Life expectancy at birth: 69 years

Infant mortality: 31 per 1,000 live births

Gross national income: $2,160 per person

People living with HIV/AIDS: 1.5 million
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